
 

Lawrence Terry Oden ô55 

    This is the first in a series of biographical sketches featuring 

WHS classmates from time to time, We thank Terry for indulging 

our interests and admiration for his fascinating life adventures and 

achievements. Here is Terryõs own story. 
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   My life since leaving 

Woodlawn High should be 

entitled "On The Road Again", 

as in the Willie Nelson song. 

   After graduation in l955 I 

went to Auburn, but my long 

time good friend Lelias Kirby 

õ55 was sent to U. of Alabama, 

just to keep us both out of 

trouble. 

   After two years at Au-

burn, six months in the New 

Mexico oil fields and losing my 

girl friend, I decided to try the 

US Army. I completed boot 

camp at Ft Chaffee, Arkansas, 

where Elvis was in the bar-

racks next door. I went on to 

advanced training at Ft. De-

ven's Massachusetts, then off 

to Hokkaido, Japan for three 

most interesting years. When 

my tour was up I returned to 

Auburn, a much wiser man, 

finished my undergraduate 

work and later picked 

up a Masters.  

   I had been exposed to 

the US Secret Service in 

Japan and decided to fol-

low up when I finished 

college. I did and was 

hired in January l964. JFK 

had just been assassi-

nated, and it was feared 

there might be a plot to 

kill the whole family. So I 

was sent in a detail of SS 

Agents to NYC to pro-

tect Mrs. Kennedy and 

the children.  

After 18 months I was 

assigned to the LBJ White 

House, during which time 

I married Sandra Christie, 

a school teacher from 

Atlanta. After LBJ left 

office we moved to Aus-

tin Texas, where I contin-

ued with the LJB de-

tail. From there I was as-

signed to the Birmingham 

Field Office then down to 

Montgomery to open a one 

man SS office there. 

   I was promoted and sent 

as Assistant Agent in Charge 

of the Kansas City Field Of-

fice, then again promoted 

and reassigned to the San 

Francisco Field Office as 

Agent in Charge. Afterwards 

I came back to Birmingham 

as Special Agent in Charge.  

   I was also assigned as one 
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    We are excited about this first issue of your "NEW TATLER". This will be a great 
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of the first Sky Marshals in l972, Agent in Charge of President Reagan's campaign 

detail, Senator Doleõs campaign , and Governor Wallace's presidential campaign , 

plus many other interesting assignments over the course of 25 years, 

     But in l984 Headquarters Secret Service invited me to go to Paris as U. S. Atta-

ché and Special Agent in Charge of Overseas Operations, conditional on my learn-

ing to speak French. I of course jumped at that chance, so we spent four lovely 

years in Europe then returned home to retire.  

   After retiring from the Secret Service I was Senior VP and Director of Corpo-

rate Security at AmSouth Bank for 10 years. I retired again in l998 and started a 

security consulting firm.   

   In all my travels and situations I attribute my ability to successfully complete as-

signments and survive various situations to my excellent parents, Norman and Let-

tie, East Lake Methodist Church and the solid background obtained from the supe-

rior teachers and environment at Woodlawn High School from l951 to l955. 

~ Terry Oden  

Epilogue:  Terry was elected to the Mountain Brook City Council in l992 

then elected Mayor of Mountain Brook in l996 in which capacity he has 

served for the past 14 years.  

Terry  and Sandra have two daughters, Christie and Mary. 

Lawrence Terry Oden - continued from page 1 

Terry Oden ~ 1954  

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

Or walk with kings - nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you; 

If all men count with you, but none too much, 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it, 

And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son! 

 

~ R.  Kipling 

Thank you for your service.  
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Woodlawn Group Meetings  

ƷTrussville Cracker Barrel Breakfast Group .   

 

   We meet every 1st Monday 

of each month, at 8:30am, 

Cracker Barrel, Trussville  

off I-59.  

 

   All class year alumni wel-

come. Just show up and have 

fun with us. 

 

 

 

Pictured here are just 

some of our friends: 

 

Mary Sue Landman, 

Peggy Beason Sanford, 

Joe Caveccia, Rick & Melanie Burton, Paul & Ann Stephenson DeFranco, Ralph & JoAnn Harbi-

son, Scott & JoAnn Bradford, J.D. & Betty Thompson, Hugh and Linda McClendon, Fred Goolsby.  

 

ƷWHS Monthly Village Tavern Group    
 
    Twelve members of WHS Class of 1973 started a monthly gathering in September 2007, and it is still going strong. It is 

now expanded to about 45 people each month at a "come and go as you please" gathering at the Village Tavern at the 

lower level of the Summit Shopping Center in Birmingham, off HWY 280.  Each meet-up is about 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Since 

word is spreading that all of the WHS family is invited, the meet-up now typically includes members from classes 1955 

through 1976.  

   We encourage you to come join us and 

reunite with old friends still so fun and crazy 

after so many years. THE MORE THE MER-

RIER! You can find pictures from our 

Christmas party on the Facebook page of 

Pattie Neill ô'73 in her Tavern 2010 album.  

    For more info, just contact  

Pattie Neill at PattieNeill@hotmail.com , or 

Brenda Hawkins Stone ô72 at 

BrendaHStone@yahoo.com  

or Ron Davidson ô73 at 205-410-7816. 

 

Some of our friends: Diane Massey 

Stearne, Leslie Jeff Davis, Tommy 

Tuggle, Pattie Neill, Lisa James Price, 

Brenda Sapp. Back row: Ron David-

son, Randy Martin  
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